
Annual Report: An Overview of 2015



 In our 30th year: 2015 in Review

Christmas Store 2015
7,351 families, equaling 30,514 children

The Christmas Season

Christmas Pageant at a Bible Study
We host 349 Bible studies and congregations

Mission Arlington / Mission Metroplex: A Year in Review - 2015

Annual Christmas Banquet  
and volunteer appreciation

Mission Arlington’s Annual Christmas Banquet
600 volunteers, staff, and Mission Arlington®  

Bible Study members attended. Music of the season, Scripture 
reading, and a Special poem read by Tillie Burgin

Honored by AISD

Arlington ISD honored Mission     
Arlington® as an appreciated 

 “engaged community partner,”  on 
December 15th

Superintendent Marcelo  
Cavazos and Board President 
Jamie Sullins with Tillie Burgin

210 W. South St., Arlington, TX 76010          Ph: 817-277-6620          Fax: 817-277-3388          www.missionarlington.org

Active, Healthy Congregations
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Volunteers ready to deliver meals on Thanksgiving Day

Thanksgiving Day: 6,000 volunteers deliver to 6,000 families, representing 
25,017 people.  This was our largest Thanksgiving Day delivery ever.

Fall Festival: Safe Alternatives at Halloween

3,000 Children (with their families) attended. This was our largest attendance ever.

Mission Arlington / Mission Metroplex: A Year in Review - 2015
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North Texas Giving Day

NORTH Texas Day of Giving
Largest “Giving Day” in our history; 12,525 FB Posts

Fire Dept. Honors Tillie

A.F.D. Commissions new rescue boat
On 9-11 Tillie initiates “The Tillie” -- FB Reach: 21,235

Mission Arlington’s Birthday

August 1st: Mission turned 29 years old
For Tillie’s 79th birthday, August 24th, Facebook 

posts reached 104,738 people

Andrea Wilson, Honored

Legacy of Women Award, OctOBER 1st 
for excellence in Health & Human Services

Afterschool Tutoring

40 afterschool sites - 1,600 students per 
week; Nearly 50,000 in attendance per semester

Arlington’s Transportation

Transportation
856 people carried on 34,743 trips



Full Summer Camps

7 Free Summer Camps
1,203 children and youth attended
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Starting School Right

School supplies
provided for more than 9,000 children and youth

Volunteer Groups Help

church, civic, corporate, students
1,558 groups; 40,466 people (111/day)

Individual-FamilyVolunteers

Individuals, friends, families
8,057 volunteers; 165,960 hours

Tillie - taking a  
donated toy to the 

christmas Store.  
 

“Still having fun at 
Mission Arlington.”

This facebook post 
went to 20,692 people, 
our 3rd highest post

Fun Facebook 
Post this year!

Summer Lunches

For children during the summer
Six sites; 12,800 meals provided
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children make a difference here!
Children are a welcome part of our volunteer force. 

They are quick learners, hard workers, and a blessing.

Furniture for Families

When people had nothing, you provided
3,732 families received furniture from you in 2015, 

representing 13,791 people.  This young girl, pictured 
here, is enjoying her new bed - given by you.

Friendly & Fun “Drop-Off”

Open 7 days a week - We do not sell 
your gifts. You give; we give away
  These four young adults, pictured above, lead the 

teams that gladly welcome you at the drop-off points.

Terrion
Mandy Cesar Emily

A Place at Mary’s Table - healthy eating for children and adults

Our Bible studies & Congregations
spread out across the community, meeting in apartment 
communities, mobile home parks and neighborhoods.

One Church-Many LocationsA Small Army of Helpers

Four times in 2015, volunteers from the “Baptist Center for Global Concerns” provided education, training, 
and recipe books for good nutrition to moms and their children. Hundreds were impacted by these events.
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Growing Congregations

One of our Youth Groups on Mission
Pictured here are youth from one of our 349 con-
gregations. Having received Christ, they are now               

“on mission” themselves to share Christ with others.

Summer Missionaries

Youth & Young Adults give their  
summer to serve the Lord here.

37 young people, 10 from mission congregations, 
volunteered full-time through the Summer of 2015.

Youth Gym Night and Children’s Gym Night each month

Mission Arlington® sponsors a gym night for children and for youth each month.
Spending time with young people is an important part of what we do. Each one is important to the Lord, and 
they are also important to us. We enjoy spending time with them, and getting to know them. 
 

Hundreds of children and youth attended these free and popular gym nights (1 per age group per month). We 
provide transportation, pizza, great exercise, team building, a biblical lesson, mentoring, and a lot of fun. 

Youth at Gym Night Children’s Gym Night
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Spiritual Change in People

2,664 people gave their life to christ
either for the first time, or in a rededication. Many are 
baptized in our mobile baptistery (pictured here). We 

carry it from place to place on a “truck & trailor.” 

University Partnerships

We partner with university students
Pictured here, 150 students from UTA’s “Big Event.” 

Students, educators, and administrators serve with us in 
a variety of ways, big and small, all year long.

World’s Largest Easter Egg Hunt - 4,932 Children

A little less than 5,000 (4,932) children (including their families) enjoyed our Easter egg hunt, which required 
about 120,000 Easter eggs filled with candy. Bouncy houses, a giant carnival, and free food were part of the fun.
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36,298 children came to Rainbow Express in 491 locations

The Easter Store Special Youth Services

The Easter Store
939 families received help.

Maundy Thursday & Back to School
486 students attended two separate worship events with us. Youth 

ministry is an important part of our work all year long.

Crafts, Easter 
baskets, 

Gospel story

Rainbow Express (Bible stories, crafts, snacks, games, music, and lots of love) happens every spring, and 
lasts through the end of the summer. A little more than 36,000 children (and youth) attended in 2015.

Bible stories Silly songs

Having fun! Sports Activities Wonderful children!

5,005 volunteers in from 15 states, 53 Texas cities; 1,013 accepted Christ.
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Sports Leagues - the physical and spiritual come together!

fREE bASEBALL cAMP AND lEAGUE STARTED IN 2015! Hundreds of children played
Children learn the basics from positive volunteer coaches. Left: A practice game. Right: Running bases.

Mission Arlington’s Free Wresting League 
40 students met twice a week and participated in practice. They also competed in tournaments on weekends.

Great volunteer coaches!

Children and Youth Basketball Leagues Happen every spring
Hundreds of students play basketball, learn skills, and have fun - on Saturdays in February and March.

Praying before a Game
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The “Front Room”- Food, Furniture, & Emergency Assistance

Ordinary People in need: Nearly 40,000 families (39,979) received emergency assistance through 
our front room in 2015, representing 140,596 people. This means on average 451 people per day (six days each 
week) received help. This does not include weekly distributions in many locations through our Bible studies.

Volunteer helping with food Tillie teaching children in the food pantry.

Bob Mann Medical Clinic

3,754 people received $1.2 million of free health care; 
$1.5 million of free medications were provided too.

Allan Saxe Dental Clinic

Andrea Wilson, FNP, and 
Maria - who received a free 
surgery in 2015 through our 

partners worth $120,000.

Personal interviews
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1,535 patients treated 4,553 times. 47 dentists (10,664 
vol. hours) and nearly $1.5 million of free dentistry.

Financial Transparency and Accountability in 2015
Our Mission Statement
We are a “faith-based organization which utilizes hundreds 
of volunteers and a multitude of services to assist people 
with their physical, intellectual, emotional, and spiritual 
needs.”

No Solicitation or Fundraising 
We do not spend your money to raise funds.

Decade-long “4-star” holder - “Charity  Navigator” 
This puts Mission Arlington®/Mission Metroplex® in the 
top 1% of non-profits Charity Navigator rates nationwide.

We do not charge for any service! Not one!

We are audited annually by a local, well-respected team   
of auditors. Each year, we have received a clean bill of 
financial health.  We also report to a Board of Directors.

Administrative Overhead is Low, according to our auditors 
- at 2.8 percent, meaning that 97.2 % of each dollar you 
give goes directly in ministry to people in need.

Voluntary member of multiple “Charity Watchdogs.” 
Reported on our website. In good standing with all.

Our Staff:  Tillie has been here since August 1st, 1986.



Mission Arlington® began on August 1st, 1986 
In 2015, we had our 29th birthday, which is why, as Tillie 
likes to say, “We are in our 30th year.” We will turn 30 
this August. 

Thank you for your faithful support. We have been so 
honored to walk this journey with you. We hope this report 
from 2015 will be a blessing to you and your family.

Because you give, 
children are the        

receipients of so many 
blessings through 

Mission Arlington®  

We are grateful!

Gabrielle Hodges

A group of volunteers hold hands in prayer Monday at DREAM Park on South Street. The volunteers prayed before they began 
their service at Mission Arlington for Arlington’s MLK Day of Service

Photo and caption originally published  Jan. 19th, 2016 in The Shorthorn. 

“Layers and layers and layers of God's goodness! Walk around the campus sometime and you will 
quickly realize that the thousands of puzzle pieces that fit together to make Mission Arlington... man could 
never do... it doesn't make sense... And yet, it is.”  Heidi Reid Vick, Facebook Review, December 2015.

2015 was a strong year of ministry at Mission Arlington® / Mission Metroplex® Thank you!

Tillie Burgin, Director

Tillie was born 
in    Arlington. 
She worked at her         

father’s gas station as a 
child, learning to serve.

In 1986, after years of 
prayer in homes across the 
city, Mission Arlington® 
was born.  She has been at 
the helm from the start.

“Thank you for the way 
you prayed, volunteered, 
and gave in 2015. Your 

support made a  big 
difference in our work.” 


