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Israel: A Rebel From Birth 

Isaiah 48:1-11 

Chapters forty through forty-eight can be grouped together as God’s direct call to Israel, captive in Babylon.  

In chapter forty-nine, we hear a message from God.  But before we get there, we hear God speak again to 

His people.  Read Isaiah 48:1-8. 

Notice in verses one and two God seems to take a mocking tone.  First, he calls them “house of Jacob,” 

“called by the name of Israel,” “call yourselves citizens of the holy city,” and the people who say that they 

“rely on the God of Israel.”  They should never have relied on their blood line to save them.  The fact that 

they could trace their ancestors back to Abraham or to Jacob, Abraham’s grandson, was not the most im-

portant thing to God.  They were confusing DNA and faith...genes and true religion.  Even though God 

promised Abraham that his children would be blessed and be a blessing to the world, God did not guarantee 

Abraham that all of them, every one, would be God’s children.  The simple lesson is you are not born into 

God’s kingdom.  It doesn’t matter who your parents are. 

The people of Israel had mistaken the words of God, His prophets, and even the testimony of their ancestors.  

True salvation comes from trust in God.  Their confession of God had not come from, nor had it been in, 

truth and righteousness.   

The words here are very strong.  The criticism of Israel here is harsh.  Some think that this message was de-

livered at some special occasion, such as the Day of Atonement.  The Day of Atonement, also known as 

Yom Kippur, was the annual time to fast and pray for forgiveness of sin.  It was observed by the Israelites 

during their captivity, and it could be that at this time when the people were thinking about and asking God 

for forgiveness, the preacher decided to “lay it all out.” 

It is interesting that before the exile in Babylon, Jerusalem was not known as “the holy city.”  (Verse 2)  But 

during the exile and after that, this became a favorite nickname for Jerusalem.  Verses three through six are a 

strong evidence that Isaiah has written this prophesy many years before.  Some say that this reminded the  

people that God had foretold this about 180 years earlier when Isaiah’s prophesies were collected. 

God called them stiff-necked (“sinews in your neck were iron”) and hard-headed (“your forehead was 

bronze”).  God was proving to them that He knew about their future long before they did, and that they 

could not possibly say that the idols they worshipped had anything to do with what was going on. 

It was important that God’s people see Him as the one who, not only caused their captivity (as punishment), 

but also brought their freedom.  He had prepared the circumstances, including the coming of Cyrus to Baby-

lon, for their release.  They would soon be going back to their homeland.  God was preparing the way and 

they would, with the help of Cyrus, rebuild their “holy city” and the Temple. 
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In verse six, God told the Hebrew people, “look at all I am telling you and admit it, your idols could not pos-

sibly have helped you as I have done, including keeping my promise to you made almost 200 years ago.” 

God wanted them to not only admit it to themselves, but to declare it to others. 

Then, God said that He was going to let them in on some secrets.  These are things that could not have been 

known to the people because only history would reveal them.  God is referring to the circumstances which 

would take place as Cyrus entered Babylon.  The specifics are not revealed here. The people would see the 

hand of God at work when the “new things,”  the “hidden things,” took place. 

In verse eight, God said that some things had been hidden from them because He knew them.  He called 

them “treacherous.”  They were known to take oaths in God’s name, but to do it as a lie.  They were unfaith-

ful.  They were disloyal.  They were untrustworthy, so God could not bless them. 

God said that they were “a rebel from birth.”  Now, let’s be sure to understand: rebel here is a bad word.  

They were rebellious.  They rebelled against God.  Instead of worshipping the God who had rescued them 

from Egypt and given them their own land, they chose to worship false gods. 

Also, we must understand that the path to being a rebel is easy.  Just do things your way.  Just make things 

more valuable than the worship of God, including following His way.  Just treasure things more than you 

treasure God, and you are also a rebel. 

God gives the reason for what has, and is, happening.  He said, “I delayed my wrath and didn’t cut you off, 

because I will sooner or later get glory from what is happening.”  “Cut you off” is probably like disown or 

disinherit.  God continued to call them His people.  They have been tested, but not for their sakes.  The test-

ing and refining are done for His sake. Read Isaiah 48:9-11. 

In verse eleven, God said, “For my own sake…”  And He repeated, “for my own sake…” He wants them to 

know beyond the shadow of a doubt that He was doing this not because they deserved it, He was doing it for 

His own sake.   

The end of this song is “I will not yield my glory to another.”  Who would be this other one?  We don’t 

know, unless it refers to Israel’s tendency to give glory to themselves or their idols. 

So, is God saying that He will ignore His people and work on His own glory?  Well, think about it: God gets 

glory when humans see His mighty works and recognize Him as the loving Giver of all good things. 

 

*Underlined words and phrases are to be used in completing the Student Worksheet. 
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Scripture Memory: “For my own sake, for my own sake, I do this.  How can I let myself be defamed. I will not 

yield my glory to another.”  Isaiah 48:11 

Lesson Goal: To encourage students to see that God loves and cares for His people, for His own glory. 



Listen during the lesson for this information: 

1. Even though God promised ____________ that his children would be __________ and be a __________ 

 to the world, God did not guarantee Abraham that _____ of them, ________ one, would be God’s children 

2. True _____________ comes from trust in God.  Their confession of God had not come from, nor had it  

been in, _________ and ________________. 

3. At what event do some people think this message was delivered? 

 

4. What did God call the people of Israel in verse four? 

 

5. God was preparing the ______ and they would, with the help of Cyrus rebuild their “_______ _______”  

and the ____________. 

6. In verse eight, God called the people treacherous.  Why? 

 

 

7. How do we take the path to being a rebel? 

 

 

8. What did God say that He would “not yield to another?” 
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Scripture Memory: “For my own sake, for my own sake, I do this.  How can I let myself be defamed” I will not 

yield my glory to another.”  Isaiah 48:11 
 

 

How to begin a Personal Relationship with God: 

First, believe that the God of the Bible is the true God. 

Second, believe that Jesus, God’s Son, was sent to earth to die so that you can have a relationship with God. 

Third, ask God to forgive your sins in Jesus’ name. Jesus’ death on the cross paid the price of every sin you commit. 

Fourth, ask Jesus to be your Savior and the Lord of your life. 
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Israel: A Rebel From Birth—Isaiah 48:1-11 


