Mission Arlington/Mission Metroplex Adult Curriculum

The Counselor

John 14:15-31

Ask: When you are separated from someone you love, how do you feel? (lonely,
afraid, sad, missthem, etc.)

Jesus' disciples were about to experience his death. They had walked with him every day
for three years, and now they would be separated from him. However, Jesus promised
them that he would not |eave them alone—he would send the Holy Spirit.

Ask: Isit comforting for you to know that Jesus leaves his Spirit with his followers?
Eugene Patterson, in his book Praying with Jesus, says,

When someone leaves us, we are poorer for their absence; when Jesus left his
disciples, they were suddenly richer. They had, instead of the physical form of
Jesus with them, the Holy Spirit in them.

“And | will ask the Father, and hewill give you another Counselor, who will never
leaveyou. Heisthe Holy Spirit, wholeadsinto all truth. . . . But when the Father
sends the Counselor as my representative—and by the Counselor | mean the Holy
Spirit—he will teach you everything and will remind you of everything | myself have
told you.” - John 14:16-17a, 26

vv. 15-26

God had everything planned out from the beginning. He sent his son to earth to save peo-
ple and to allow them to have arelationship with Him. But after his son left the earth, He
didn’t leave the people alone. He left His Spirit with all those who would believe in him.
It is this Spirit, the Holy Spirit, that guides us and directsus. Thisisthe Holy Spirit Jesus
istelling his disciples about.

In verse 16, Jesus refers to the Holy Spirit as the Counselor.

Ask: What words come to mind when you think of a counselor? (guide, comforter,
strengthener).



Other translations of this verse use the word “helper, comforter, strengthener.” We think
of a counselor as a trusted friend who listens to us and gives us good advice. Whenever we
depend on the Holy Spirit as our guide, His advice 1s always perfect! Not only that, but Je-
sus says that the Spirit “leads into all truth.” In other words, as we listen to the Spirit’s
guidance more and more, we get closer to God—and we gain wisdom.

In verse 18, Jesus reminds us that he did not plan on leaving his friends and followers with
nothing—he would leave them with the gift of his eternal presence in their hearts (the Holy
Spirit).

Jesus refers to the Holy Spirit as his representative in verse 26. He again uses the word
Counselor to describe the Holy Spirit, and then says that the Spirit will “teach you every-
thing and remind you of everything I myself have told you.” So the Spirit not only leads us,
but teaches us EVERYTHING!! We should be growing in our knowledge of God every
day it we are allowing the Spirit to teach us.

Ask: How do we let the Holy Spirit teach us and lead us?

Jesus begins the lesson about the Holy Spirit by stating, “If you love me, obey my com-
mandments” (v. 15). And again he states in verse 21, “Those who obey my commandments
are the ones who love me. . .. And I will reveal myself to each one of them.” And in verse
23, “All those who love me will do what I say. My Father will love them, and we will come
to them and live with them.”

Jesus makes 1t very clear that to be led by the Spirit, we must obey Him. Whenever we walk
in obedience to Christ, he can have free reign in our hearts. It is then that he teaches us and
reveals things about himself to us.

God gives us this same promise in Psalm 25:12 ,14 when he says

Who are those who fear the Lord? He will show #hez the path they should
choose. . . . Friendship with the Lord is reserved for those who fear him.

With them he shares the secrets of his covenant.
(Italics added)

God wants us to honor him and do what he tells us. He then blesses us by showing himself
to us.

vv. 27-31

Jesus reminds his disciples once again that he 1s not leaving them empty-handed. He 1s giv-
ing them the gift of the Holy Spirit, which gives them “peace of mind and heart” (v. 27). He
compares the world in general to his disciples in vv. 17 and 27. He states that the world
cannot know him, nor can it recetve the peace that his followers have.

The peace of Christ can only be experienced by those who know him personally. Those
who place their hope and trust in him know that this world and all its desires are passing
away, but the man who does the will of God will live torever (1 John 2:17). The rest of the
world cannot know that kind of peace.

Lesson 14




Application

Lesson 14

Ask: Have you experienced the peace of mind and heart that Jesus gives?

Are you growing in your walk with Christ?

Are you allowing the Holy Spirit to guide you in your daily life?

These are very important questions. A person can believe in God but not have a
personal relationship with Jesus Christ. When a person gives Christ his/her life, it is
at this point that they receive the Holy Spirit.

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever be-
lieves in him will not perish, but have eternal life.” - John 3:16
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