Mission Arlington/Mission Metroplex Adult Curriculum

What Does It Mean To Become A Christian?

Matthew 19:16-26

Everyone who receives Him receives forgiveness of sinsthrough Hisname.
Memory verse
Acts10:43

When someone says that he is a Christian, what does that mean? Explain that today’s
lesson is about a man that learned what it means to be a Christian. Challenge them to
listen and explain it to you after the lesson.

Matthew 19:16-20

Now a man came up to Jesus and asked, " Teacher, what good thing must | doto
get eternal life?" " Why do you ask me about what isgood?' Jesusreplied.
"Thereisonly Onewhoisgood. If you want to enter life, obey the command-
ments." " Which ones?" theman inquired. Jesusreplied, " 'Do not murder, do not
commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, 19honor your father and
mother,''@ and 'love your neighbor asyourself." "All these| have kept," theyoung
man said. "What do | still lack?"

A Jewish leader asked Jesus a question. He wanted to know how he could enter the
kingdom of God (Heaven). He wanted to live forever.

Jesus knew the young man was very rich. He also knew the man had trained for many
yearsto be areligious leader. Jesus told the young man something he already knew.
Jesus told the man to follow the commandments (rules).

Ask: Can you name the 10 commandments?

We can look them up in Exodus 20.

And God spoke all thesewords: "1 am the LORD your God, who brought you out of
Egypt, out of the land of davery. " You shall have no other gods beforeme. " You
shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on
the earth beneath or in thewaters below. You shall not bow down to them or

wor ship them; for I, the LORD your God, am ajealous God, punishing the children

for thesin of thefathersto thethird and fourth generation of those who hate me, but

showing love to a thousand {generations} of those who love me and keep my com-
mandments. " You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD
will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses hisname. " Remember the Sabbath day
by keeping it holy. Six daysyou shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh
day isa Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither
you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your ani-
mals, nor the alien within your gates. For in six daysthe LORD made the heavens
and theearth, the sea, and all that isin them, but herested on the seventh day.

Thereforethe LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.



Discussion

Lesson

"Honor your father and your mother, so that you may livelong in the land the LORD your
God isgiving you. " You shall not murder. " You shall not commit adultery. " You shall
not steal. " You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. " You shall not covet

your neighbor's house. You shall not covet your neighbor'swife, or his manservant or

maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongsto your neighbor."

Matthew 19:21-26

Jesusanswered, " If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and givetothe
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me." When the
young man heard this, he went away sad, because he had great wealth. Then Jesus
said to hisdisciples, " | tell you thetruth, it ishard for a rich man to enter the king-
dom of heaven. Again | tell you, it iseasier for a camel to go through the eye of a
needle than for arich man to enter the kingdom of God." When the disciples heard
this, they were greatly astonished and asked, " Who then can be saved?" Jesus
looked at them and said, " With man thisisimpossible, but with God all thingsare
possible.”

The young man told Jesus that he had obeyed all the commandments. Can you believe
that! That means he must have been areally good person.

Jesus loved the young man, but He knew that there was one thing that separated him
from God. He knew the young man loved his money more than anything else in the
world. The man loved God, but he loved being rich even more.

So Jesus told him to sell all he had and give his money to the poor and follow Him.
When the man heard this, he gasped. He lowered his head and turned away. He knew
deep down that he had not given God first place in his life. He was not willing to give up
his riches and follow Jesus. So he walked away, very sad, because he could not put God
ahead of money.

Matthew 19:21-26

Then Jesus said to hisdisciples, " | tell you thetruth, it ishard for a rich man to en-
ter the kingdom of heaven. Again | tell you, it iseasier for a camel to go through the
eye of a needle than for arich man to enter the kingdom of God." When the disci-
ples heard this, they were greatly astonished and asked, " Who then can be saved?"
Jesus looked at them and said, " With man thisisimpossible, but with God all
thingsare possible.”

Jesus commented that it was easier for a camel to go through an eye of a needle than for
arich person to go to Heaven because it is hard for them to give up all they have.

Ask: Can doing good things get you to heaven?

Some people overheard Jesus talking and asked who could go to Heaven. Jesus
responded by saying that people could not get to Heaven by themselves. People cannot
get to Heaven by being good enough or doing the "right" things. Jesus said it is
impossible with man, but it is possible through God.

Page 2



Application

Lesson

AsK: Isit possibleto go to heaven?

Matthew 19:26

Jesus looked at them and said, " With man thisisimpossible, but with God all
thingsare possible.”

The way for usto get to Heaven is through Jesus Christ. Jesus is God's Son. He was born
and lived with us. While He was here He did not do anything wrong. He did not sin at
al. Many people loved Him, but others decided that He must die because of the things
that He was saying.

These people arrested Jesus and put Him on trial. He was finally sentenced to death--on
across! However, three days later, Jesus arose from the grave! Jesus took our place and
paid for the wrong things we had done. He died and rose again so that we could get to
Heaven if we ask Jesusto bein our life.

Ask: How do you do this?

Romans 10:9-10

That if you confesswith your mouth, " JesusisLord," and believein your heart
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it iswith your heart that
you believe and are justified, and it iswith your mouth that you confessand are
saved.

Y ou must be sorry for the sin in your life (the wrong things that you have done). You
must tell Jesus that you have done wrong and ask Him to forgive you. Then you must
believe in Jesus and pray for Him to come into your life. Praying this prayer means that
He has to be the most important thing to you now. If you mean what you say, Jesus will
come into your life and you will go to Heaven.

Ask: So, what'snext?

When you pray this prayer, you probably will not feel any different or see fireworks etc.
It may seem so simple, but Jesus will come into your life and He will never leave you.

Y ou will want to spend time with your new best friend. Read your Bible, pray and learn
more about Jesus. Invite other friends to church and tell them about the prayer you
prayed.

Ask: Sowhat doesit mean to bea Christian?

It means that you love God first and best. No one or nothing is ahead of God. It does not
mean that God will make you get rid of all your money. It does mean that God wants the
best place and the only place in your heart. You will try to think good thoughts. When
you are a Christian, you will also want to be good—to obey God
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